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REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT
To the Trustees and Overseers of Bowdoin College:
I have the honor to submit the following report for the
academic year 1955-1956:
I. DE MORTUIS
Willard Streeter Bass, of the Class of 1896, an Overseer of
Bowdoin College since 1930, died on February 10, 1956. He
was a member of Delta Kappa Epsilon and Phi Beta Kappa,
and graduated magna cum laude. Experienced both as a
teacher and as a businessman, tireless in his devotion to youth,
to his community, and his church, exemplifying in his own
life the highest principles of Christian stewardship, he was
recognized by the College in 1954 with the honorary degree
of Doctor of Humane Letters. His many friends will think of
him most often in the terms by which he was described at his
funeral, as someone who "has lived long and finely, confidently
and devotedly, ably and sensitively, with a rich combination
of Yankee shrewdness and Christian grace."
Morgan Bicknell Cushing, A.M., after an illness of several
months, died on April 21, 1956. He was born in Connecticut
in 1896 and graduated from Yale University in 1917. After
service in the United States Navy as Ensign in World War I,
he worked briefly in a New York bank, and then entered the
Graduate School of the University of Pennsylvania for three
years of study; during this time he was also Instructor in
Finance. He later studied at Harvard and at Columbia. Pro-
fessor Cushing joined the Bowdoin Faculty in 1922 as Assistant
Professor of Economics. In 1927 he became Associate Profes-
sor and in 1946, Professor of Economics. From his under-
graduate days he was an active member of the Zeta Psi Frater-
nity, and contributed a great deal to the Lambda Chapter at
Bowdoin as a faculty member. He was active on many faculty
Bowdoin College
committees, served on the Athletic Council until it was dis-
solved in 1931, and later was Chairman of the Blanket Tax
Committee for many years. He was also Chairman of the
Faculty Committee on the Classroom Building which was to
become Sills Hall. He was the original and persistent pro-
ponent for the removal of Harpswell Street from the campus,
and as such contributed to one of the most remarkable campus
developments of the sesquicentennial years. In the community
Professor Cushing was equally active in many worth-while
enterprises, notably the Brunswick Chapter of the American
Red Cross.
John Winchell Riley, of the Class of 1905 and the town
of Brunswick, Secretary of the President and Trustees and
ex officio Overseer of the College from 1926 to 1944, died on
September 18, 1955. Lineally preceded by two generations
of Bowdoin graduates and already followed by two generations
of his own descendents, his devotion to the College was
equalled only by his devotion to the First Parish Church and
to his Town.
II. GIFTS AND BEQUESTS
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Class of 1933 Fund (addition
Class of 1934 Fund (addition
Class of 1935 Fund (addition
Class of 1936 Fund (addition
Class of 1937 Fund (addition
Class of 1938 Fund (addition
Class of 1939 Fund (addition
Class of 1940 Fund (addition
Class of 1941 Fund (addition
Class of 1942 Fund (addition
Class of 1943 Fund (addition
Class of 1945 Fund (addition
Class of 1946 Fund (addition
Class of 1947 Fund (addition
Class of 1948 Fund (addition
Class of 1949 Fund (addition
Class of 1950 Fund (addition
Class of 1951 Fund (addition
Class of 1952 Fund (addition
Class of 1953 Fund (addition
Class of 1954 Fund (addition























Class of 1956 Fund (addition) Contributions
Art Museum




Neal W. Allen '07
John W. Frost '04—Art Books
John H. Halford '07




E. I. du Pont de Nemours & Company .
Research Corporation—Chemistry Research .


































Chemistry Lecture Fund (addition)
Henry A. Huston 79 100.00
Cummings Loan Fund (addition)
Hubert W. Coffin 38 1.41
George O. Cummings '13 100.00
Dean's Discretion—Anonymous 25.00
Dunlap Memorial Prize—Katherine W. Dunlap 100.00
Faculty Development Fund (addition)
Charles A. Cary 10 ....... . 52,862.50
Bowdoin College Faculty Research Fund
(addition) Class of 1928 250.00
Farnsworth Fund (addition)
Daniel F. Hanley 39 600.00
General Purposes
Bath Iron Works Corporation* . . . . ... 500.00
Esso Education Foundation* . . . . . . 1,750.00
First National Stores, Inc.* 250.00
General Motors Corporation* 700.00
I. B. M. Corporation* 250.00
Oxford Charitable Trust* 250.00
Union Carbide and Carbon Educational
Fund* 3,000.00
Hawthorne Prize Fund (addition)
Rev. Harry W. Foot 10.00
Hockey Fund (addition) Contributions . . . 116,601.21
Infirmary—Wallace C. Philoon '05 ... . 50.00
Kent Island Research—Frank W. Preston . . 100.00
Library Binding—Anonymous 10.00
Library Books—Martin F. Comeau
In Memory of President Hyde .... 50.00
Class of 1875 Book Fund (addition)
Contributions 8.04
Class of 1904 Library Fund (addition)
Contributions 250.23
*See also Gifts for Scholarships
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Crowell Theater Book Fund—Contributions . 2,184.35
Richard Dale '54 6.00
Edward A. Dunlap, III Book Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Edward A. Dunlap .... 350.00
William A. Fickett '54 5.00
Arthur Chew Gilligan Memorial Fund
(addition) Royalties ....... 18.20
William W. Lawrence '98 200.00
Douglass H. McNeally '46 10.00
Gilbert H. Montague . 1,000.00
Evelina Pierce
In memory of Thomas Lewis Pierce '98 . 100.00
Sumner T. Pike' 13 . 300.00
Richard A. Rhodes, II '44 60.00
Sills Book Fund (addition) Contributions . . 1,704.00
United States Steel Foundation, Inc. : . . 1,000.00
Library Special Printing Project
Percy D. Mitchell '14 and Mrs. Mitchell . . 100.00
Harrison K. McCann Fund
Harrison K. McCann '02 32,000.00
Bradlee Ford Mitchell Memorial Fund
(addition) Percy D. Mitchell '14 and Mrs.
Mitchell 200.00
Music Department
H. Davison Osgood, Jr. '54 . . . . . . 5.00
Gordon D. Winchell '41 10.00
Physics Department Research (addition)
National Science Foundation 5,800.00
Pickard Theater in Memorial Hall
George Roy Elliott H'25 10.00
George O. May 1,000.00
President's Discretion—Anonymous .... 57.40
Ernest L. Burns 100.00
Charles A. Cary '10 1,311.80
President's House Equipment
Society of Bowdoin Women 7,000.00
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President's Loan Fund (addition)
John R. Fenger '42 4.53
Sailing Club
Wendell P. Bradley '50 5.00
John M. Campbell '52 5.00
Dougald MacDonald '42 5.00
Scholarship Funds
Eva D. H. Baker Scholarship (addition)
Guy P. Estes '09 : . . . 1,346.00
Class of 1903 Scholarship Fund (addition)
Contributions 1,379.00
Class of 1920 Scholarship Fund (addition)
Contributions 300.00
Class of 1930 Scholarship Fund (addition)
Contributions 6,483.75
Class of 1944 Scholarship Fund (addition)
Contributions
. 1,096.00
Connecticut Alumni Scholarship Fund
Contributions 2,852.62
Else H. Copeland Scholarship Fund
(addition) Melvin T. Copeland '06 . . . 10,000.00
Lewis Darenydd Evans, II Scholarship Fund
(addition) Frank C. Evans '10 . . . . 1,000.00
Mrs. Frank C. Evans 1,000.00
Henry W. & Anna E. Hale Scholarship
(addition) Anonymous 1,000.00
Howard R. Ives Memorial Scholarship
(addition) Frederick F. Brewster . . . . 14,781.25
Hoyt A. Moore Scholarship Fund (addition)
Hoyt A. Moore '95 1,855.39
Margaret M. Pickard Scholarship Fund
( addition) John C. Pickard '22 ... . 10,000.00
Returned Scholarships (addition)
Leland B.Howe '50 10.00
James M. Sturtevant, Jr. '41 100.00
Irving I. Zamcheck '38 50.00
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Wayne Sibley Scholarship Fund
George I. Alden Trust 20,000.00
Special Scholarships—Anonymous 1,000.00
Henry Francis Barrows Scholarship
Fanny Barrows Reed Estate 1,000.00
Bath Iron Works Corporation* 500.00
Bowdoin Fathers Association 2,300.00
Chi Psi Educational Trust 200.00
Mary Decrow Dana Scholarship
Luther Dana '03 2,000.00
Delaware Scholarship—Anonymous . . . 800.00
Arnold Robert Eck Memorial Scholarships
Edith E. Boyer 500.00
Esso Education Foundation* 1,750.00
First National Stores, Inc.* 250.00
General Motors Corporation* ..'... 1,200.00
I. B. M. Corporation* 250.00
Agnes M. Lindsay Trust 5,000.00
Maine State Golf Association Scholarship
Maine State Golf Association 30.00
New England Society in the City of New York 500.00
Oxford Charitable Trust* 250.00
Perry Scholarship—Contributions .... 35.00




Westinghouse Educational Foundation . . . 500.00
Sesquicentennial Fund (addition) Contributions 4,773.00
Sherman N. Shumway Fund (addition)
Mrs. Agnes M. Shumway 15,216.25
Simpson Fund—Scott C. W. Simpson '03 and
Mrs. Simpson 1,000.00
*See also Gifts for General Purposes
12 Bowdoin College
Society of Bowdoin Women Foundation
(addition) Society of Bowdoin Women . . 500.00
William W. Thomas (Class of 1894) Memorial
Fund (addition) Horace A. Thomas '40 . . 10.00
To be determined
E. I. du Pont de Nemours & Co 1,500.00
Bequests:
Roy M. Fitzmorris Fund
Estate of Roy M. Fitzmorris '23 2,500.00
William B. Nulty Fund (addition)
Estate of William B. Nulty '10 2,234.33
William R. Porter Fund (addition)
Estate of William R. Porter 1843 .... 38,465.80
Sills Book Fund (addition)
Estate of Cedric R. Crowell '13 150.00
John G. Stetson (Class of 1854) Fund
(addition) Estate of Marian Stetson . . . 10,000.00
Alice L. White Fund (addition)
Estate of Alice L. White 91.88
$502,930.98
III. FACULTY
The close of the current academic year will witness the
retirement of Charles Harold Livingston, Ph.D., Longfellow
Professor of Romance Languages. With undergraduate and
graduate work at Harvard University, having been on the
faculty there and at Haverford, he joined the Bowdoin Faculty
as Professor in 1921, and was made Longfellow Professor
in 1945. He is and has been one of the most able and devoted
members of the Faculty. Always an extremely effective
teacher, he was equally effective in serving on numerous
faculty committees, and because of his ability as a commit-
tee member and committee chairman, carried a work horse
burden in committee assignments. At the same time he has
kept alive his burning scholarly interests, and is internationally
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known as an outstanding Romance philologist and etymologist.
Through his constant scrutiny and alertness the Library's col-
lection in French Literature is remarkable. His interest in the
Library as a whole and his reports as Chairman of the Faculty
Committee on the Library for many years have benefited all
aspects of its collections and its operations.
With Professor Livingston's retirement the Faculty loses
a most effective colleague, and Bowdoin students will miss
a knowing counsellor and sincere friend. In guiding his
students in their graduate work he has not only placed them
in universities best suited to their particular needs and interests,
but also helped them in such personal matters as the selection
of a suitable pension, for those studying in France. Beyond
this, he has followed with pleasure their later careers, and
former students continually seek his advice, either in person
or through the active and extensive correspondence he main-
tains. His spirit is truly in the tradition of the Bowdoin
Faculty at its best.
With the opening of the academic year, Dr. Lawrence Lee
Pelletier, who had been just promoted from Associate Professor
to Professor of Government, resigned from the Faculty to
accept an appointment as President of Allegheny College.
This honor robbed the Faculty of one of its abler younger
members, but Bowdoin's loss has been Allegheny's gain.
At the close of the year Lieutenant Colonel Will Rhea Win-
frey, USA, is leaving his position as Professor of Military
Science and Tactics and Commanding Officer of the Bowdoin
ROTC Unit because of transfer by the Army. During the year
Assistant Professor Charles Scott Benson and Assistant Profes-
sor William Shoemaker Flash resigned from the Faculty to
accept appointments at Harvard University. Assistant Profes-
sor John Stevens Sweet is resigning this year to accept a posi-
tion in the metropolitan New York area. Dr. David Bray-
brooke is resigning to accept an appointment as Assistant
Professor of Philosophy at Yale University. During their stay
at Bowdoin these men have served the College ably and faith-
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fully and have made themselves a real part of the greater Col-
lege community. They will be sorely missed.
On leave of absence during the year have been Dr. Fritz
Carl August Koelln, George Taylor Files Professor of Modern
Languages, who has spent the year in study in Germany; Dr.
Edward Chase Kirkland, Frank Munsey Professor of History,
who under a Guggenheim Fellowship has spent the year in
study, writing, and lecturing; Professor George Hunnewell
Quinby, who, during the first semester, made a study of the
classic theaters of Rome and Greece, and, during the second,
has been Acting Director of Dramatics at Queen's University
in Ontario; and Associate Professor Lawrence Sargent Hall,
who has been teaching in the program in General Education
at Columbia University.
Joining the Faculty during the year were Louis Osborne
Coxe, Professor of English, who came from the University of
Minnesota; Pedro Armillas, of Mexico City, Visiting Lecturer
in Archaeology on the Tallman Foundation; Dr. Clement Ellery
Vose, Associate Professor of Government and Director of the
Bureau for Research in Municipal Government; Dr. Ellsworth
Barnard, Visiting Lecturer in English; Charles Henry Mergen-
dahl, Lecturer in Mathematics; Charles Nelson Corey, of the
Class of 1939, Assistant Coach of Football and Hockey; Cap-
tain Thomas William Stockton, USA, and First Lieutenant
Peter Cotterill King, USA, Assistant Professors of Military
Science and Tactics; Dr. Kevin Barry John Herbert, Instructor
in Classics; Stuart Edgar Colie, Instructor in Government;
Abram Raymond Rutan, IV, of the Class of 1951, Acting
Director of Dramatics and Instructor in English; Merle Jack
Moskowitz, Instructor in Psychology; Dr. Charles Garfield
Nauert, Jr., Instructor in History; and Richard Leighton van
Nort, Instructor in Sociology.
Publications by the Faculty during the past year have been
numerous, and are listed in Appendix D. Omitted from this
list are several scholarly book reviews and notes and "Letters
to the Editor."
Report of the President 15
Members of the Faculty are not only teachers and scholars,
but they are active participants in civic and community affairs
in the Brunswick area. In recent years they have held alto-
gether one hundred and fifty posts or appointments in state
or local government, civic boards, church, philanthropic, or
service organizations—Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Red Cross,
political parties, Parent-Teacher Associations, etc. Through
such participation the area and the College, as well as the
individual, benefit.
IV. THE FACULTY DEVELOPMENT FUND
For some years a generous benefactor of the College, Charles
A. Cary, of the Class of 1910, has been accumulating a fund
at the College. This year, evidencing his own fine appreciation
of the source of continuing strength for the College, he has
designated that fund as the Faculty Development Fund, the
purpose being to strengthen and develop the Faculty of the
College in the present and future. The income from the prin-
cipal of almost $150,000 may be used to support the program
of sabbatical leaves, for special grants to members of the
Faculty to enable them to undertake worth-while, scholarly
projects, to furnish services and facilities for members of the
Faculty which would not otherwise be available to them, and
in support of salaries where this is essential to the further
development of the Faculty. It has been conceived broadly,
and its best use may be one not presently anticipated. The
donor has refused to permit his name to be attached to it,
expressing the hope that thereby other persons may be encour-
aged to add to it either now or in the future.
V. ADDITIONS TO ENDOWMENT
During the year the College learned of two additions to its
endowed funds to be received in the near future. The first of
these is the grant of the Ford Foundation, a part of its College
Grants Program, which will provide Bowdoin with over
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$500,000, the income to be used for faculty salaries. Not only
was the program dramatic in its size and scope, but it is of very
real assistance in helping to solve a pressing and fundamental
problem.
The second addition, which, it is believed, will amount to
more than $300,000, is the bequest of the late Edward P.
Kennedy. Bowdoin is one of six institutions to share in the
distribution of the principal of a trust fund established in 1930.
Following Mr. Kennedy's testament, this bequest will be set
up as the Bridget Kennedy Fund in memory of his mother, the
income to be used for the general purposes of the College.
The endowed funds will be significantly increased by the addi-
tion of these gifts.
Although the College constantly strives to increase the effi-
ciency of its operation, it faces continually increasing costs. For
example, despite the unusually prolonged and cold winter just
past, the fuel consumption in the heating plant was decreased.
The result of this effective effort was, however, more than off-
set by the higher price of fuel, and the resulting total fuel bill
for the College was consequently higher than in the previous
year.
Thus, while additions have been made to the endowment, in
order to meet increasing costs it has been necessary to raise the
tuition from $700 to $800 per year beginning in September.
To prevent the withdrawal of able students in need of scholar-
ship assistance, and to permit the attendance of new students
who need scholarships, additional scholarship funds are being
provided from current income.
VI. RESULTS OF THE SELF STUDY
With the completion of the Report of the Self Study Com-
mittee in September 1955, the Faculty immediately undertook
consideration of this Report and the recommendations made
by the Committee, and copies of the Report were circulated
among the Trustees and Overseers, and the alumni and student
consultants to the Committee itself. In addition, copies were
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made available to the students through the fraternities. The
discussion of the Report and its recommendations was as inten-
sive as it was profound. Roughly, it was divided into three
areas: matters having to do with the curriculum and require-
ments for graduation, faculty affairs, and student life. The
recommendations of the Committee have been adopted sub-
stantially as made, wherever they were explicit. Comments
and conclusions of the Committee received concurrence of the
Faculty and Governing Boards with but minor changes.
As a result, beginning with the academic year 1956-57
there will be in effect changes in the curriculum and in require-
ments for graduation more marked than any which have been
made within the last thirty years. As envisioned by the Faculty,
the Bowdoin graduate should be thoroughly grounded in our
culture—humanistic and scientific. He must be cognizant of
ideas in the fundamental areas of knowledge—the social studies,
mathematics, sciences, the humanities, and the languages. In
addition to the broad cultural knowledge achieved through his
studies, he must have specific skills in communications, both
in his native tongue and in at least one foreign language. He
must have sufficient laboratory experience in the sciences to
appreciate that their basis is not hypothesis alone, but hy-
pothesis confirmed by observation. In an attempt to achieve
these goals, and with some reluctance, the long-standing re-
quired choice for freshmen of a course either in mathematics
or the classics was abandoned. Essentially this has been replaced
by a required choice between mathematics and a laboratory
science. It is difficult to predict how the election of courses in
the departments affected may be altered. However, it is the
firm intention of the College to maintain the high standards
of performance in mathematics which have been in force to
date, and to continue to support strong work in the classics.
In the foreign languages the most noteworthy change has
been the introduction of oral and aural drill during the first
and second years of language instruction. This will be carried
on by Teaching Fellows whose native tongue is the language
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in which they instruct. To further supplement this, a language
laboratory is being established whereby with the use of tape
recorders and other acoustical equipment, students will have
exceptional opportunities outside of the classroom to develop
conversational ability in the languages they may be studying.
Other noteworthy changes involve the strengthening of the
major and honors programs, thus adding to the broad knowl-
edge the student acquires through the distribution requirements,
the depth which one can acquire only through some degree
of specialization.
Because of its increasing importance as a science, the Self
Study Committee recommended the reintroduction of instruc-
tion in geology at the College, as noted below.
The average college student spends but a small part of each
week in class. Recognizing that educational opportunities
outside the classroom are as great or perhaps even greater than
within, the Self Study Committee considered at length the
problem of student life. Student government, extracurricular
activities both athletic and non-athletic, fraternities, lecture
and concert programs, religious development, dramatic events,
and the more effective use of the Library were among the
items discussed. In this part of the Study student opinion was
actively sought and seriously considered.
The fraternity in itself was carefully scrutinized—its prob-
lems and its opportunities in the educational process. The
result is the recommendation for the strengthening of fraterni-
ties, and the elimination from their program of anti-intellectual
and anticultural influences. The fraternity is looked to as a
means for the personality and leadership development in the
individual, and a way to bring the discussions and concerns of
the classroom into the whole of a student's life. A continuing
committee of the Faculty on student life is being appointed,
following one of the recommendations of the Self Study Report.
It has been encouraging to note during this current year the
increased responsibility for these concerns shown by the fra-
ternities and by individual students.
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In the Self Study Report careful consideration was given to
the procurement and selection of students for the College. A
large subcommittee, representative of all interested groups,
studied the organization and activities of the Admissions Office.
The conclusions of the Self Study Committee, approved by the
Faculty and the Governing Boards, endorsed the present policies
of the College with respect to admissions and the organization
of the work in admissions, and commended the statement of
policy as set forth in Botvdoin Alumni and Bowdoin Admis-
sions, recently published by the College. It is hoped that this
official action on the part of the Faculty and the Governing
Boards will clarify the status of College policy with respect to
admissions.
With respect to faculty affairs, policy on appointments and
promotions, on office, library, laboratory, and secretarial facili-
ties furnished by the College, and on tenure were discussed.
This proved helpful in many respects. Concern was expressed
over the limitation of statutory tenure to successive three-year
terms. It was noted, however, that in actual practice, tenure
at Bowdoin was as firm, if not firmer, than in many other
institutions, some of which have had "permanent" tenure for
many years.
The Report of the Self Study Committee is to be published
and sent to all alumni who responded to the alumni question-
naire and to such others as may request copies. Two brochures
already have been published describing specific aspects of the
revised curriculum resulting from the Self Study recommenda-
tions. These are available to all who request them.
The apparent results of the Self Study may be seen in the
recommendations and conclusions adopted; the true results
cannot be observed nor will they be known until the Bowdoin
men, who have studied within the framework of the revised
curriculum, have had the opportunity to demonstrate in the
professions, in business, and as citizens that they are well




Following the recommendation of the Committee on Self
Study and of the Faculty, the Governing Boards voted that
geology should be reintroduced into the Bowdoin curriculum.
Consequently an Assistant Professor of Geology has been added
to the Faculty, effective with the academic year 1956-57, and
during that year the introductory course in geology will be
offered. The work in geology will be appropriately located in
space available in Parker Cleaveland Hall—a fitting tribute
to one of the first outstanding mineralogists on the American
continent.
Geology may not be chosen to satisfy the requirements for
the major at Bowdoin. Good preparation for later professional
training will be provided, however, by the Bowdoin program.
The best advice from graduate schools and leading geologists
points out that geology is so dependent upon a basic knowledge
of chemistry and physics, that a student contemplating a career
in geology as an undergraduate may far better major in one
of the fundamental sciences, taking sufficient work in geology
to develop his interest and provide a background. ( This would
be a minor in geology.) In graduate school k is much easier
to take additional specialized work in geology than it is to go
back and make up deficiencies in mathematics, chemistry, or
physics. It is planned that there will be six semester courses
in geology available to the student. The two introductory
semester courses will be given each year, while the four ad-
vanced courses will be given in alternate years. Outstanding
graduate departments of geology have already indicated their
willingness to accept Bowdoin men who have taken this
program.
Because of the growing importance of geology as a science,
especially in its applications to the development of natural
resources, it is hoped that initial support will be forthcoming
to cover the cost of reintroducing the subject into the Bowdoin
curriculum, and that eventually the work of the Department
of Geology may be endowed. This is particularly appropriate
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for a college in Maine, a geologically important state which,
with respect to mineral resources, has to date been little ex-
plored or exploited.
VIII. CULTURAL OPPORTUNITIES IN THE
COLLEGE COMMUNITY
The College and College-associated groups sponsor numer-
ous events outside the classroom open not only to undergradu-
ates and faculty but to the Bowdoin and Brunswick communi-
ties. During the academic year, which may be considered
typical, there were thirty-eight public lectures, fifteen concerts
and recitals, and seventeen dramatic performances on the
campus. These average about two each week and provide some
measure of the enrichment offered to the community by the
College. Beyond this, there are the excellent exhibitions of
the Museum of Fine Arts and the fine displays and collections
of the Library.
IX. STUDENT ATTITUDES
Attention has been so much focused on juvenile delinquency
that one not closely associated with present-day American
youth might be led to consider them a degenerate lot. On the
contrary, there is every evidence that the young men of today
are fully as serious in their aims and purposes and as diligent
in the pursuit of these aims as were their fathers. This is clear
in their very real concern for their futures, their approach to
their college work, and in their social attitude and demeanor.
In recent years the students at the College have shown an
unusual and increasing degree of responsibility and of interest
in the worth-while aspects of the College program. Examples
of this may be found in the recently adopted regulation by the
Student Council practically eliminating hazing as it was once
known. In the choice of majors and the choice of honors
projects, similar thoughtfulness has been shown. To the
extent that the Bowdoin undergraduate is representative of his
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peers, his predecessors need have no fear for the heritage they
have left him.
X. PRIZES AND PREMIUMS
A Committee of the Faculty, after thorough study and care-
ful consideration, submitted certain recommendations regarding
the prizes and premiums open for undergraduate competition.
For the most part, these are supported by endowments set up
at the time the prizes were established. The large proportion
of these funds no longer yield an income sufficient to make
the prizes as significant as they were at the time they were
established. It is the recommendation of the Committee that
these funds be augmented where possible, and that in one or
two areas new prizes, supported by endowed funds, be estab-
lished. The implementation of this recommendation will in-
sure the continued and enhanced encouragement of worth-
while student pursuits by means of appropriate and stimulating
prizes.
XL THE NEW ICE RINK
By vote of the Governing Boards, construction has begun
on the new ice rink for skating and hockey. This decision was
made only after careful deliberation and consideration of all
aspects—its place in the over-all athletic program of the Col-
lege, its effect upon student morale, the attraction of the College
for able students who are interested in athletics, and the
emphasis of the College Development Program in recent years.
At this writing funds amounting to more than $90,000 are
still being sought to cover the cost of completing the covered
rink, first listed as a need of the College by President Sills some
twenty years ago. For proper perspective it must be remem-
bered that before any funds were solicited for athletic facilities,
the College brought its instructional plant—classrooms, labora-
tories, and faculty offices—to a level of high excellence.
Beyond this, during the past ten years, of $6,300,000 received
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for capital purposes, less than half
—
$2,800,00—has gone into
buildings. The remainder—well more than half—has gone
into income-producing endowment. The appeal for funds for
the ice rink is the first general appeal to alumni for an athletic
facility since the Sargent Gymnasium was built, well over forty
years ago.
XII. HOW MANY STUDENTS?
Pending the report of the Committee on the Size of the Col-
lege (which will be forthcoming within the next few months),
it was the intention of the Governing Boards to maintain a
student body numbering from 750 to 775. On the basis of
previous rates of student attrition, this size should have been
achieved through the admission of from 210 to 215 freshmen
each year. The current rate of attrition has been lower than
previously, and the number of students returning to College
after leave of absence has been somewhat higher. The net
result of these unexpected factors has been that the number
of students in the College has been creeping closer to 800, and
several weeks ago preliminary estimates for the forthcoming
year indicated a student body in excess of 800.
Following the intent of the Governing Boards, and because
of the limitation imposed by available housing facilities, the
decision was made to limit the size of the entering class of
September 1956 to 200 students, and plans were made toward
this end. However, resulting from the pressure for admission
to colleges such as Bowdoin, candidates file applications with
several other colleges; thus when certificates of admission are
sent out, a percentage of the applications on file are immediately
withdrawn. The College can no more than estimate what this
percentage will be at the time certificates are granted, while
attempting to insure the registration in the fall of approxi-
mately the number of students desired. In spite of the best
estimates which could be made, it now appears that instead of
an entering class of 200 students in September, it will be nearer
215, and the total college enrollment will be over 800.
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This will require that in almost fifty instances three students
must live in rooms designed for two. Emphasized once again
is the need for additional dormitory facilities, and the difficulty
to be encountered in restraining the growth of a vigorous
institution in the face of increasing demands for a college
education.
XIII. NEEDS OF THE COLLEGE
For those who wish to be kept informed in such matters,
I list below the needs of the College as they appear to me:
1. Additional dormitory facilities.
2. Funds for the completion of the ice skating and
hockey rink.
3. Additions to general endowment.
4. Additions to the scholarship endowment.
5. Endowment for the work in geology.
6. A new wing for the Library to provide needed stack
space for books.
7. Enlarged gymnasium facilities.
8. Endowment for the support of health service.
9. Funds for campus improvements.
10. Additions to endowment of prize funds.
Again, I am indebted to the Trustees, Overseers, Faculty,
Alumni, Students, and Staff for their very real interest and
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APPENDIX A
Report of the College Physician
To the President of Bowdoin College:
This report covers a period in time from April 11, 1955 to





In March of this year the Infirmary received a gift of approxi-
mately $65,000 from Mrs. Sherman N. Shumway, of Los
Angeles, California, in memory of her husband who was a
graduate of Bowdoin, Class of 1917. This gift will be used
toward the expansion and improvement of facilities at the
Infirmary and in the establishment of a new endowed fund
for the support of the Infirmary.
The Infirmary Committee and the special committee on
alterations in the Infirmary have made real progress. Through
the kindness of the Bingham Foundation, two hospital con-
sultants have been made available to these committees. The
two consultants, Donald Clark, M.D., and Mr. Viquors, both
recommend a thorough examination of the health services
before any construction is done.
If extensive alterations are recommended, additional funds
will be required.
Respectfully submitted,







(Centennial of Chapel) Rev. Joseph C. MacDonald,
D.D., Union Church, Waban, Massachusetts
Oct. 2—Rev. J. Arthur Samuelson, A.M., S.T.M., First Parish
Church, Brunswick
Oct. 9—Rev. Wallace W. Anderson, D.D., United Church,
Bridgeport, Connecticut
Oct. 16—Rev. Milton M. McGorrill, D.D., Universalist
Church, Orono
Oct. 23—Ronald Bridges, L.H.D., Litt.D., D.D., President,
American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mis-
sions
Oct. 30—Rev. Frederick Dennis Hayes, S.T.M., High Street
Congregational Church, Auburn
Nov. 6—Rev. Robert H. Dunn, B.D., Litt.B., St. John's Epis-
copal Church, Portsmouth, New Hampshire
Nov. 13—Rev. Harvey F. Ammerman, B.D., South Parish
Congregational Church, Augusta
Nov. 20—George T. Davidson, Jr., A.M., Headmaster, Ken-
nett High School, Conway, New Hampshire
Dec. 4—The President of the College
Dec. 11—William D. Geoghegan, B.D., Ph.D., Assistant Pro-
fessor of Religion
1956
Jan. 8—Rabbi Abraham Jacobson, M.H.L., Ph.D., Temple
Emanuel, Haverhill, Massachusetts
Jan. 15—Rev. Howard Thurman, D.D., HH.D., LL.D., Dean
of the Chapel, Boston University
Feb. 12—Rev. Hillyer H. Straton, Th.D., D.D., First Baptist
Church, Maiden, Massachusetts
Feb. 19—The President of the College
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Feb. 26—Rev. Nathanael M. Guptill, B.D., First Church in
Newton, Newton Center, Massachusetts
Mar. 4—Rev. J. Edward Elliot, B.D., Associate Minister,
Woodfords Congregational Church, Portland
Mar. 11—Rev. Percy L. Vernon, D.D., Community Church,
Poland
Mar. 18—Rev. John O. Mellin, B.D., First Presbyterian
Church, New York City
Apr. 8—Rev. George A. Buttrick, D.D., D.S.T., Litt.D., LL.D.,
Chairman of the Board of Preachers, Harvard Uni-
versity
Apr. 15—Rev. Carl S. Weist, D.D., Congregational Christian
Churches of Lovell
Apr. 22—Rev. Edward R. Nelson, B.D., Immanuel Baptist
Church, Portland
Apr. 29—Rev. William C. Hart, B.D., First Church of Christ,
Pittsfield, Massachusetts
May 6—Mervin M. Deems, Th.M., Ph.D., Dean, Bangor
Theological Seminary
May 13—Rev. George M. Hooten, Jr., B.D., Franklin Street
Congregational Church, Manchester, New Hamp-
shire




























This We Believe: A Report by the United Jetvish Appeal
Study Mission, with others. New York, 1955.
Professor Pedro Armillas
"Programa de Historia de America: Periodo Indigena. Intro-
duction," Instituto Panamericano de Geografia e Historia,
Comision de Historia, Documentos IX. Mexico, 1955.
"A Small Irrigation System in the Valley of Teotihuacan,"
with others, American Antiquity (1956).
Assistant Professor George D. Bearce, Jr.
"John Stuart Mill and India," Journal of the Bombay Branch
of the Royal Asiatic Society (1954).
Assistant Professor Charles S. Benson
Report on Brunswick, Maine: Economic and Social Character-
istics of a Growing Maine Community, with Assistant Pro-
fessor James A. Storer and others. Brunswick, 1955.
Dr. David Braybrooke
"Berkeley on the Numerical Identity of Ideas," Philosophical
'Review (1955).
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Professor Dan E. Christie
"A Vectorial Approach to the Principal Equation of Rigid-
Body Kinematics," Physical Review (1955).
Professor Robert P. T. Coffin
Selected Poems. Macmillan, 1955.
President James S. Coles
"The Place of the Small Liberal Arts College," Technology
Review (1956).
Professor Louis O. Coxe
"You Never Can Tell: G. B. Shaw Reviewed," Western
Humanities Review ( 1955 )
.
Poems: "The Glen" and "Flying Home," Sewanee Review
(1956).
Play: The Witchfinders. Produced at the Civic Playhouse,
Rochester, Minnesota, October 1955 and at the Province-
town Playhouse, Provincetown, Massachusetts, May 1956.
Professor Ernst C. Helmreich
"Jewish Education in the Third Reich," Journal of Central
European Affairs (1955).
"New Books on Germany," Current History (1956).
Articles on: "Austria," "European Coal and Steel Commun-
ity," and "France" in The Americana Annual, 1956.
Articles on: "Nationalism," and "Imperialism," in Collier's
Encyclopedia, 1955.
Dr. Kevin B. J. Herbert
Summary of his "Gallienus, Defender of Empire," 50th
Annual Bulletin of The Classical Association of New Eng-
land. 1955.
Professor Orren C. Hormell
"Planning and Zoning for Maine Municipalities," Maine
Municipal Association Year Book, 1955. Republished as
Bowdoin College Municipal Research Series, No. 18. 1955.
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Assistant Professor Charles E. Huntington
"Age Discrimination in a Breeding Colony of the Herring
Gull Larus argentatus" Acta XI Congressus Internationalis
Ornithologici. 1954.
"The Bowdoin Scientific Station," Maine Field Naturalist
(1956).
Professor Myron A. Jeppesen
"Raman Spectra of Monomeric and Polymeric Diglycol
Carbonate," Journal of Polymer Science (1956).
Professor Edward C. Kirkland
"R. E. H.: as I Remember Him," Bulletin of the American
Association of University Professors (1955).
Dr. Elroy O. LaCasce, Jr.
"Underwater Sound Reflection from a Corrugated Surface,"
with P. Tamarkin. Journal of Applied Physics (1956).
Professor Noel C. Little
"Electrostatic Dynamometer," American Journal of Physics
(1956).
"Very Imperfect Capacitor," American Journal of Physics
(1956).
Professor Charles H. Livingston
"Masuccio Salernitano en France en 1515," Bibliotheque
d'Humanisme et Renaissance. Travaux et Documents
(1955).
Professor Wilmot B. Mitchell
A Remarkable Bowdoin Decade, 1820-1830. Bowdoin
College, 1952.
Assistant Professor James M. Moulton
Annotated References Concerning the Effects of Man-Made
Sounds on the Movements of Fishes, with Richard H. Backus.
Maine Department of Sea and Shore Fisheries, Fisheries
' Circular, No. 17. 1955.
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Bibliography on the Anatomy and Development of the
Vertebrate Limb together with Various References which
Provide Insight into Mechanisms Concerned with Limb
Development and Functions. Mimeographed. 1955.
"Fishes and Sound in the Sea," Bowdoin Alumnus (1956).
Professor Norman L. Munn
Psychology. 3d ed. Houghton Mifflin, 1956.
Instructor's Manual to Accompany Psychology. 3d ed.
Houghton Mifflin, 1956.
Student's Manual to Accompany Psychology, with E. Parker
Johnson. 3d ed. Houghton Mifflin, 1956.
Associate Professor Thomas A. Riley
Editor of Bergkristall, by Adalbert Stifter. Holt, 1956.
"Report from Munich," The American-German Review
(1956).
Assistant Professor David L. Russell
Editor of the Newsletter of the Maine Psychological Associa-
tion (1953-1956).
Professor Joseph Scherer
"The Union Impact on Wages: The Case of the Year-Round
Hotel Industry," Industrial and Labor Relations Review
(1956).
Assistant Professor James A. Storer
Report on Brunswick, Maine: Economic and Social Character-
istics of a Grotving Maine Community, with Assistant Pro-
fessor Charles S. Benson and others. Brunswick, 1955.
Second Report on the Maine Business Index. Maine College-
Community Research Program, 1956.
Article on: "Maine" in Collier's Year Book, 1956.
Mr. Richard L. van Nort
"Demographic Transition Re-examined," with B. P. Karon.
American Sociological Review ( 1955 )
.
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"Reply to Weinstein," with B. P. Karon. American Socio-
logical Review (1956).
Associate Professor Clement E. Vose
"Crosskey on Shenanigans v. Science," Journal of Politics
(1955).
"NAACP Strategy in the Covenant Cases," Western Reserve
Law Review (1955).
REPORT OF THE DEAN
To the President of Bowdoin College:
I have the honor to submit the following report for the
academic year 1955-1956:
For the past several years the College has been in a kind of
transitional stage. Some look back to the days of a 600 col-
lege, and others look forward to the time in the near future
when there will be great pressure from increasing numbers of
well-qualified applicants. The fact is that the College has been
operating for years on a basis of taking more students than it
can accommodate in terms of satisfactory living quarters, in
spite of limitations imposed on the size of the entering classes.
The College recently has been presumed to be normal at
about the figure of 800 at the beginning of the College year,
and it is unlikely, almost unthinkable, that Bowdoin will start
another academic year with a registration of under 750, unless
exceptional circumstances, such as a national emergency, arise.
Even in the latter case, it is probable that emergency programs
would be instituted, drawing upon the facilities of the College.
A college of this size has been based upon an entering class
of about 215. In many earlier years of the history of Bowdoin,
entering classes of comparable size would have resulted in a
much smaller student body, due to attrition from various
causes. The most striking fact in recent years is the stability
of the student body. It is true that a good many interrupt the
regular routine of the four-year course. Some are dropped for
academic reasons, a number leave because of financial diffi-
culties (usually those who do not qualify in academic terms
for maximum scholarship aid), and others leave for reasons
that might be conveniently summed up as failure to adjust.
However, after serving in the Armed Forces or engaging in
work of some description, the vast majority of these men desire
to return to Bowdoin if our practices permit it. If college
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practice, very lenient in the case of Bowdoin, does not permit
return, the struggle to secure an exceptional ruling is frequent
and vigorous. This is flattering to the College, distressing to
the Dean, and significant as to the current valuation of a col-
lege education such as that offered by Bowdoin. Next fall will
see the return of a very substantial number of men who have
been here before, who have left for a variety of reasons, and
many of whom will, on the basis of past experience, prove to
be valuable students and potential graduates of the College.
Bowdoin's policy has been liberal with respect to a "second
chance." Bearing in mind that most of the men dropping out
and returning have left of their own choice, it would probably
be well to curtail somewhat the privilege of return in the cases
of those men separated by action of the College. This is
already partly provided for in the very moderate strengthening
of the "C Rule," but my own observation of the operation of
this rule indicates that the certainty of final separation under
specified conditions is so valuable in its influence as to out-
weigh the hardships such action undoubtedly works in some
instances.
The preceding remarks have indicated that the College has
been very stable during the past year, and this has been true in
other ways than numbers. The Faculty quickly adopted the
recommendations of the Self Study Committee and attention
returned to the primary function of teaching. Complaints of
students, always worthy of attention, have not in my recent
experience been so few respecting courses and instruction, and
several weak spots have been obviously strengthened. As a
result of student and faculty interest and within the fraternity
structure, it has been my impression that the advisory system,
both in its technical and its more informal aspects, has de-
veloped markedly. The Counselling Office itself has been
utilized extensively, and without artificial effort a number of
fraternities have developed personal ties with numerous faculty
members that have been of great mutual benefit. This is a
difficult field, subject to personal preferences, idiosyncrasies,
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and the interruptions caused by leaves and changes of person-
nel, but the net result seems to be the emphasizing of the
characteristics and the values of a small college. One of the
most valuable assets of the College in recent years has been
the ready interest and the genuine concern of the younger
members of the Faculty with a college and student body with
which they have had no longstanding connection.
Academic performance as measured in objective terms has
shown no marked recent change, though I believe the standards
of the Faculty have in general reflected the greater selectivity
in the field of admission. This, if true, probably applies more
to the lower than the upper sections of the student body. It is
doubtful if we have had a higher proportion of outstanding
men, but it is fairly clear that we have had fewer of the in-
competent. If this is true, it follows that we must make all pos-
sible use of the various resources that can be brought to bear
on the matter of admissions. Whatever our policy on numbers,
it is certainly sound to assert that we want the best.
During the past year the Student Council has made real
contributions to the strength of the College. It has shown
independence, initiative, responsibility, and persistence in at-
tempting to work out solutions of troublesome questions. Most
notable was its work respecting initiation activities. This com-
menced in the fall, and resulted in plans for student supervised
programs designed to eliminate any dangerous aspects of hazing
activities and to promote constructive methods of introducing
freshmen to college and fraternity life. On occasion, the
Faculty are prone to comment on "student irresponsibility," so
it would be ungracious if I did not record the fact that to the
best of my recollection the two Presidents of the Student Coun-
cil during the last College year never missed an appointment
and never failed to perform their part of any engagement. The
Presidents were David Tamminen during the first semester and
Paul Doherty during the second.
Extracurricular activities were, as usual, a source both of
pleasure and pain. Some of the major sports teams were not
as strong as desired by those, including the Dean, who would
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like to see Bowdoin on a par with its natural rivals and usual
opponents, but I believe there can be improvement in this field
without any sacrifice of the standards of ethics and scholarship
to which Bowdoin is fully committed. It is also true that in
some phases of athletic competition Bowdoin did very well.
Undergraduate publications flourished in 1955-56. The
Bugle came out promptly under able direction, and the Orient
was unusually newsworthy and vigorous; while the Quill had
such a quantity of worth-while contributions that an additional
issue was warranted. The usefulness as well as the beauty of
Pickard Theater was fully demonstrated during the year, and
musical activities maintained the high level of interest and
quality they have established in recent years.
With next fall's freshman class, the recommendations of
the Self Study Committee go into effect. They will not revolu-
tionize the College—and apparently neither faculty nor
students desire that. However, they will give a little more
flexibility to the Bowdoin program, and consequently they will
further emphasize the importance of the relationship between
faculty and students. They will also offer more opportunities
and more rewards to those students who come to Bowdoin for
the purpose for which it was founded and for which it has
continued to receive generous and intelligent support.
Respectfully submitted,
Nathaniel C. Kendrick, Dean
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APPENDIX
/. Enrollment
Students enrolled September, 1955 790
Students who completed their work, February, 1956 .. 7
Students dropped February, 1956 5
Students leaving between September, 1955 and
February, 1956 13
Students enrolled February 6, 1956 775
Students readmitted February, 1956 9 #
New students admitted February, 1956 1


































*Of this figure, 213 were Freshmen.
///. Enrollment in Courses, 1955-1956
October 15, 1955 April 1, 1956
Archaeology 1, 2 62 52
Art 1, 2 43 32
Art 7, 8 25 57
Art 9, 10 11 11
Astronomy 1 14
Biology 1, 2 142 134
Biology 3 10
Biology 5, 6 20 16
Biology 7, 8 1 2
Biology 9, 10 11 6
Biology 12 : 7
Biology 15, 16 4 3
Chemistry 11, 12 104 99
Chemistry 21, 22 24 18
Chemistry 31, 32 12 12
Chemistry 33, 34 47 41
Chemistry 42 6
Chemistry 43, 44 10 8
Chemistry 52 2
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Classics 1, 12 14 40
Economics 1, 2 137 129




Economics 11, 12 45 24





Education 1, 2 25 20
Education 3, 6 15 18
English 1, 2 209 227
English 3, 4 217 214
English 5, 6 26 43
English 7, 8 23 23
English 9, 10 25 24
English 11, 12 24 17
English 13, 14 31 30
English 15, 16 9 10
English 25, 26 49 47
English 27, 28 45 57
English 47, 32 14 15
French 1, 2 35 42
French 3, 4 129 111
French 5, 6 61 50
French 7, 8 10 8
French 9, 10 5 6
French 11, 12 9 6
French 15, 16 15 11
German 1, 2 107 102
German 3, 4 80 78
German 5, 6 6 10
German 7, 8 21 14
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German 9, 12 16 7
German 13, 14 4 3
German 15, 16 1 1
Government 1, 2 78 77
Government 3, 4 14 12
Government 5, 6 21 35
Government 7, 8 32 16
Government 9 9
Government 11, 12 36 34
Government 13, 14 15 25
Greek 2 14
Greek 3, 4 11 10
Greek 7, 8 1 1
Greek 11 1
History 1, 2 51 50
History 3, 4 6 4
History 5, 6 25 21
History 11, 12 66 63
History 13, 14 17 28
History 23, 15 17 21
History 27, 28 19 18
Hygiene 52
Italian 1, 2 9 9
Latin 2 3
Latin 3, 4 30 30
Latin 5, 6 10 4
Latin 7 5
Mathematics 1 • 55
Mathematics 11, 11 142 68
Mathematics 12 89
Mathematics 14, 14 29 61
Mathematics 21, 22 43 38
Mathematics 23 13
Mathematics 31, 32 24 21
Mathematics 33 3
Mathematics 41, 42 10 8
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Military Science 11, 12 164 137
Military Science 21, 22 92 79
Military Science 31, 32 77 74
Military Science 41, 42 64 . 63
Music 1, 2 41 37
Music 5, 6 30 36
Music 11, 12 6 6
Music 13, 14 1 1
Music 21, 22 5 4
Music 23, 24 4 4
Philosophy 1, 2 22 18
Philosophy 4 5
Philosophy 7, 8 12 8
Philosophy 9, 10 7 9
Philosophy 12 4
Physics 11, 12 96 83
Physics 21, 22 22 ' 15
Physics 23, 24 17 16
Physics 31, 32 10 8
Physics 33, 34 15 14
Psychology 1, 2 124 118
Psychology 3, 4 22 13
Psychology 5, 6 8 8
Psychology 9, 7 12 9
Religion 1, 2 54 56
Religion 5, 6 12 11
Russian 1, 2 8 7
Russian 3, 4 2 2
Sociology 1, 2 123 122
Sociology 3, 5 16 4
Sociology 7, 8 21 19
Spanish 1, 2 14 13
Spanish 3, 4 6 6
/F. Fraternity Membership, April, 1956
Zeta Psi 71




Theta Delta Chi 65
Alpha Rho Upsilon 60
Delta Kappa Epsilon ........ 59
Delta Sigma 59
Kappa Sigma 59
Beta Theta Pi .58
Chi Psi 49
Alpha Tau Omega......... 44
728
V. Fraternity Scholastic Standings for the Award of the
Student Council Cup
June, 1955
Alpha Rho Upsilon 2.731





Delta Kappa Epsilon . . . . . . . . 2.196
Psi Upsilon 2.121
Theta Delta Chi 2.110
Zeta Psi 2.103
Kappa Sigma 2.100
Beta Theta Pi 2.093
Alpha Delta Phi . '. 2.021
College Average . . . 2.233
All Fraternity Average 2.220
February, 1956
Alpha Rho Upsilon 2.572
Alpha Tau Omega 2.427
Beta Theta Pi ... " 2.183
Theta Delta Chi 2.169






Delta Kappa Epsilon 2.047
Psi Upsilon 2.023
Alpha Delta Phi 1.994
College Average . . 2.162
All Fraternity Average 2.153
VI. Abraxas Cup Standing, February, 1956
1. Hempstead High School (New York) . . . 3.331
2. Deering High School (Portland) . . . . 3.000
3. Edward Little High School (Auburn) . . . 2.750
4. Deerfield Academy (Massachusetts) . . . 2.550
5. Braintree High School (Massachusetts) . . 2.192
6. Caribou High School . . . . . . . 2.025
7. Maine Central Institute (Pittsfield) . . . 2.000
VII. Peucinian Cup
June, 1955
Alpha Tau Omega 2.619
Alpha Rho Upsilon 2.618




Theta Delta Chi 2.097
Beta Theta Pi 1.917
Psi Upsilon 1.910
Alpha Delta Phi 1.847
Delta Kappa Epsilon 1.823
Kappa Sigma 1.655
College Freshman Average 2.082
All Fraternity Freshman Average 2.064
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Delta Kappa Epsilon 1.868
Zeta Psi . . . 1.854
Theta Delta Chi 1.825
Alpha Tau Omega 1.745
Beta Theta Pi 1.738
Alpha Delta Phi 1.513
College Freshman Average 1.917
All Fraternity Freshman Average 1.933
REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN
To the President of Bowdoin College:
In accordance with the laws of the College, I present a report
on the condition and progress of the College Library for the
period from April 1, 1955 to March 31, 1956.
SIZE AND GROWTH
The number of volumes in the Library is estimated to be
238,259, including 1,708 films.
Accessions
1954-55 1953-54 1952-53 1951-52 1950-51
By purchase 2,890 2,780 2,864 2,842 2,906
By gift 1,150 1,636 1,231 822 1,431
4,040 4,416 4,095 3,664 4,337
NEW LIBRARY FUND
Mr. and Mrs. Edward A. Dunlap, of Haverhill, Massachu-
setts, gave $350 to establish a book fund in memory of their
son, Edward A. Dunlap, III, of the Class of 1940.
GIFTS
From Mr. William A. Fickett, of the Class of 1954, $5.00
for the purchase of a book on eastern European history.
From Mr. Pierre-Alain Jolivet, a special student, a copy of
Ludwig van Beethoven, by Andre Jolivet, Paris, 1955.
From Mr. Raymond A. Paynter, Jr., of the Class of 1947, a
copy of his The Ornithogeography of the Yucatan Peninsula,
New Haven, 1955.
From Mr. Richard Dale, of the Class of 1954, $6.00 to
continue our subscription to The Bulletin of the History of
Medicine.
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From Mr. Jasper J. Stahl, of the Class of 1909, a two-volume
set of History of Peterborough, New Hampshire, by Morison
and Smith, 1954.
From Miss Evelina Pierce, of Portland, $100 for the pur-
chase of books in memory of her brother, Thomas Lewis Pierce,
of the Class of 1898.
From Mr. Walter G. Davis, of Portland, a two-volume set
of the Life of Samuel Johnson, by James Boswell, London,
1791; and a two-volume set of Memoirs of Samuel Pepys,
edited by Richard, Lord Braybrooke, London, 1825.
From Miss Mary T. Mason, of Germantown, Pennsylvania,
a four-volume set of Don Quixote de la Mancha, by Miguel de
Cervantes Saavedra, Madrid, 1780.
From Mr. Scott Clement Ward Simpson, of the Class of
1903, copies of A Conrad Argosy, New York, 1942; Campaign
Addresses of Gov. Alfred E. Smith, Washington, 1929; volumes
29-33 of the Bowdoin Orient', and an account book kept by
Josiah Simpson covering the years 1788 to 1818.
From Mr. Richard A. Rhodes, II, of the Class of 1944, $10
for the purchase of books in mathematics and the physical
sciences, and $50 for the purchase of books in history and
political science in memory of Abbie Rhodes Hall.
From the Reverend Paul Martin, of Princeton, New Jersey,
four volumes by Jacob Abbott.
From Mr. Henry Beston (Litt.D., Bowdoin, 1953) copies
of his The Outermost House and The St. Lawrence.
From Professor William W. Lawrence, Trustee Emeritus
and a member of the Class of 1898, $200 for the uses of the
Library. Mr. Lawrence also gave 13 volumes mainly in the
field of literature.
From a donor, who wishes to remain anonymous, $1,000
to be added to the Sills Book Fund.
By vote of the Executive Committee, a gift to the College
of $1,000 by the United States Steel Foundation, Inc. was
assigned to the Library for the purchase of books.
From Mr. Shigeo Nakane, of the Class of 1922; Mr. Akira
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Nakane, of the Class of 1954; and Mr. Kiyoshi Nakane, a
Bowdoin Plan Student for 1955-56, a copy of Pageant of
Japanese Art, volume 6, Tokyo, 1952.
From Mr. George W. Freiday, Jr., of the Class of 1930,
eight volumes on Mexican art, literature, and history.
From the Hon. Karl Lott Rankin, of South Bridgton, about
140 volumes, mainly in the field of religion, from the library
of his father, the Reverend Emmet Woollen Rankin.
From Professor William E. Lunt, an Overseer and a member
of the Class of 1904, a collection of manuscript documents
prepared by the Italian Division of the American Commission
to Negotiate Peace in 1918-19. These documents relate to the
northern and northeastern boundaries of Italy.
From Mrs. Robert N. Miller, a granddaughter of John C.
Dodge, of the Class of 1834, the manuscript of an autobio-
graphical sketch he wrote in 1881.
From Mr. John C. Pickard, an Overseer and a member of
the Class of 1922, a manuscript Presidential Pardon signed by
Franklin Pierce, dated January 31, 1857. Also a set of bank
notes issued in the 1830's by the Washington County Bank of
Calais, and a political flier issued at Machias in August, 1858.
From the students of the Wilbur H. Lynch High School,
Amsterdam, New York, a three-volume set of The Poems of
Emily Dickinson, edited by Thomas H. Johnson, given in
memory of Professor Robert Peter Tristram Coffin.
From Mr. Sumner T. Pike, an Overseer and a member of
the Class of 1913, $300 toward the purchase of the new edition
of Handbuch der Physik.
From Mr. Percy D. Mitchell, of the Class of 1914, and Mrs.
Mitchell, of Worcester, Massachusetts, $100 in memory of
their son, Bradlee Ford Mitchell, to be used for the printing
project.
From Mr. Herbert W. O'Donnell, of Hackettstown, New
Jersey, copies of Don Quixote, by Cervantes, translated by
Jarvis, London, 1766; Fables, by John Gay, London, 1769;
and Robin Hood, edited by Joseph Ritson, London, 1820.
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From Mr. Roscoe H. Hupper, an Overseer and a member of
the Class of 1907, Nathaniel Hawthorne's copy of The Vicar
of Wakefield, by Oliver Goldsmith, New York, 1807, being
the copy Hawthorne used while a student at Bowdoin and
bearing his autograph. Also a copy of the first edition of
Evangeline, a Tale of Acadie, by Henry Wadsworth Long-
fellow, Boston, 1847, bearing a presentation inscription to
Anne Sophia Longfellow and signed "from her cousin Henry."
From Mr. Martin F. Comeau, of Kingston, New York, $50
for the purchase of books in memory of President William
DeWitt Hyde.
From Mr. Gilbert H. Montague, of New York City, $2,000
for the purchase of books.
From Mr. Douglass H. McNeally, of the Class of 1946, $10
for the purchase of books in the field of history.
From Mrs. E. Parmalee Prentice, of New York City, volumes
1-82 of the Annual Register.
From Mr. Edward G. Hudon, of the Class of 1937, a collec-
tion of the Opinions of the Hon. Harold Hitz Burton, Associate
Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States, covering the
years 1945-55, in 3 volumes.
By the will of Mr. Horatio R. Swasey, of Altadena, Cali-
fornia, the Library was given his entire library of about 5,000
volumes in memory of his father, Henry William Swasey, of
the Class of 1865.
HUBBARD HALL
During the past Summer several improvements to the build-
ing were carried out. Probably the one most appreciated by
the greatest number was the installation of fluorescent lights
in the main reading room. The new fixtures do not detract
from the beauty of the ceiling, and give sufficient light so that
it was possible for us to remove the old table lamps. During
Christmas vacation the walls of this room were repainted and
the table tops covered with Formica.
Also last summer the stack was completely rewired and re-
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lighted with fluorescent lights. This is the first time the stack
has ever been adequately lighted. Other improvements carried
out were the installation of new toilet facilities in the basement,
and the partitioning of two rooms on the second floor to make
six new faculty studies.
At their meeting in February the Boards appropriated $7,078
to continue the relighting of other rooms in the Library. The
rooms to be relighted this summer are: Periodical Room,
Students' Reading Room, Bureau of Municipal Research, Cata-
loguing Room, and the Librarian's Office. This will leave only
the lower hall to be relighted at a future time.
Looking toward the future our greatest need is for an addi-
tion to the building. Right now the need is not acute, but in
another five years it will be. We cannot afford to put this need
behind us and pretend it does not exist. We should keep it
constantly before us, and I believe that this addition is among
the foremost of the physical needs of the College today.
CIRCULATION
For Academic Year
1954-55 1953-54 1952-53 1951-52 1950-51
Lent, outside 17,441 17,515 16,039 15,621 14,050
Lent, closed reserve . . . 21,798 19,112 19,194 20,963 18,406
39,239 36,627 35,233 36,584 32,456
FINANCIAL STATEMENT
Receipts for Academic Year
1954-55 1953-54 1952-53 1951-52 1950-51
Appropriations, general . $25,653 $24,785 $32,356 $36,178 $37,072
Student assistants
. . . 3,951 3,381 3,033 3,388 3,169
Endowment funds
. . . 27,487 28,587 20,225 12,860 12,282
Gifts, etc 1,055 2,108 905 1,000 975
$58,146 $58,861 $56,519 $53,426 $53,498








New equipment . .
Repairs ....
Other expenses .
$10,526 $9,767 $10,484 $10,347 $10,418
4,164 4,620 5,196 4,014 3,848
3,365 4,257 2,917 2,580 2,708
[18,055] [18,644] [18,597] [16,941] [16,974]
26,439 27,028 26,021 24,263 24,764
3.951 3,381 3,033 3,388 3,169
3,573 3,790 3,262 3,241 3,033
500 446 294 325 337
3,676 3,604 3,502 3,434 3,548
1.952 1,968 1,810 1,834 1,673
$58,146 $58,861 $56,519 $53,426 $53,498
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ENDOWMENT FUNDS
I add a table of the Endowment Funds of the Library in
order that the various funds and their donors may be recorded.
Name of Fund Established by Amount
Achorn Edgar O. Achorn
The annual balance from the Achorn Flag Fund.
Adams William C. Adams $ 2,000
John Appleton Frederick H. Appleton 10,053
Samuel H. Ayer Athenian Society 1,020
Boardman Edith Jenney Boardman 500
Bond Elias Bond . . . - 7,220
Bowdoin George S. Bowdoin 1,041
Philip H. Brown John C. Brown 2,040
Chapman Memorial Frederic H. Gerrish 7,006
Class of 1875 Class of 1875 1,671
Class of 1877 Class of 1877 1,033
Class of 1882 Class of 1882 2,346
Class of 1888 Class of 1888 1,210
Class of 1890 Class of 1890 2,020
Class of 1901 Class of 1901 . 727
Class of 1904 Class of 1904 2,180
Class of 1924 Class of 1924 2,000
Lewis S. Conant Mrs. Emma L. Conant 63,412
Cutler John L. Cutler 1,020
Darlington Mrs. Sibyl H. Darlington 1,000
James Drummond Mrs. Drummond and daughter .... 3,045
Dunlap Mr. and Mrs. Edward A. Dunlap ... 350
Henry Crosby Emery Class of 1899 2,000
Francis Fessenden John Hubbard 10,000
Fiske John Orr Fiske 1,020
Melville W. Fuller Mrs. Hugh C. Wallace ...... 25,000
General fund Several persons 2,473
Arthur Chew Gilligan Mrs. Mary C. Gilligan 1,018
Gould Albert T. Gould . 1,000
Hakluyt Robert Waterston 1,100
Ham Edward B. Ham 1,005
Louis C. Hatch Louis C. Hatch
$100 annually from the estate of Louis C. Hatch.
Samuel W. Hatch Miss Laura A. Hatch 1,000
Charles T. Hawes Mrs. Hawes 2,500
Holbrook , George A. Holbrook 2,000
Hubbard Thomas H. Hubbard 106,268
Thomas Hubbard His sisters and brother 3,307
Kellogg Harvey D. Eaton 1,069
Brooks Leavitt Brooks Leavitt 111,642
Lufkin Solon B. Lufkin 500
Robert H. Lunt Mr. and Mrs. William E. Lunt .... 1,500
Frank J. Lynde George S. Lynde 1,487
William Curtis Merryman Mrs. Merryman 1,000
Morse Edward S. Morse 1,000
Alpheus S. Packard Sale of Publications 500
William A. Packard William A. Packard 5,000
Patten John Patten 500
Pickard Frederick W. Pickard 152,500
Lewis Pierce Henry Hill Pierce 32,009
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Sherman Mrs. John C. Dodge 2,209
Sibley Jonathan L. Sibley 7,094
Sills Faculty, alumni, and friends 5,309
Stanwood Edward Stanwood 1,270
Walker Joseph Walker 5,351
Thomas W. Williams His relatives and friends 500
Wood Robert W. Wood 1,000
$604,025
THE STAFF
The personnel of the Library during the past year has been:
Kenneth James Boyer, A.B., B.L.S., Librarian.
John Redmond McKenna, A.B., B.L.S., Assistant Librarian.
Olive Lee, A.B., B.S., Head of Readers' Services.
Edith Ellen Lyon, Cataloguer.
Marjorie Wagg Frost, Assistant to the Librarian.
Marjorie Smith Storer, A.B., B.S. in L.S., Assistant Cata-
loguer (until Feb. 4, 1956).
Theresa Jeannine Michaud, Assistant in the Cataloguing
Department.
Mary Muriel Stagnone, A.B., Assistant at the Reserve Desk
(April to June, 1955).
Doris Eva Dyer, Assistant at the Reserve Desk (after Sept.
1955).
In conclusion I wish to thank all the members of the staff
for their support and cooperation. Both the Faculty Commit-
tee on the Library and the Library Committee of the Boards
have been active and most helpful. President Coles has taken
a keen interest in our problems, and by directing several sub-
stantial cash gifts to the Library for the purchase of books he
has more than made up for the cut in our budget for the cur-
rent year. For this interest and support I am most grateful.
Respectfully submitted,
Kenneth J. Boyer, Librarian
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APPENDIX
The Library, as Classified, Showing Accessions for the


















Library economy 020 13
General encyclopaedias . . . 030 35
General collected essays . . 040 1
General periodicals .... 050 76
General societies 060 2
Newspapers 070 39
Collected works 080 3
Book rarities 090 1
Philosophy 100 40
Metaphysics 110 7
Special metaphysical topics .120 8
Fields of psychology . . . 130 23




Ancient philosophers . . . 180 11
Modern philosophers . . . 190 33
Religion 200 10
Natural theology .... 210 1
Bible 220 23
Doctrinal theology .... 230 12
Practical and devotional . . 240 5
Homiletical, pastoral, parochial 250
Church : institutions and work 260 9
Religious history .... 270 16
Christian churches, sects . . 280 15
Non-Christian religions . . 290 10
Sociology 300 58
Statistics ....... 310 23
Political science 320 137
Political economy . . . . 330 144
Law . . 340 111
Administration 350 35
Social welfare 360 8
Education 370 52
Commerce, communications . 380 18
Customs, costumes, folk lore . 390 10

















































































































































Domestic economy .... 640
Communication, business . . 650





Landscape architecture . . . 710
Architecture 720
Sculpture 730















Minor languages .... 890
History 900
Geography and description . 910
Biography 920
Ancient history 930
Modern history, Europe . . 940
Asia 950
Africa 960
North America . . . . 970
South America . . . . 980
Oceanic and polar regions . 990
Alumni collection . .
Maine collection ....
Students' Reading Room .
U. S. Documents (serial set) .
Films
1 1 101
7 7 1 340
3 1 4 647
3 1 4 253
54 5 59 1 4,829
31 7 38 11 2,440
16 16 32 1 1,718
45 7 52 1 2,232
65 9 74 3 2,823
7 11 18 1,784
1 1 158
58 1 59 1,858
8 8 1,131
38 6 44 2,904
4 4 1 800
67 4 71 4 2,333
25 5 30 22 1,592
5 4 9 1,646
1 1 7 99
29 9 38 19 1,097






21 16 37 1 1,578
234
13 19 32 849
1 3 4 528
4 31 35 408
13 28 41 1,410
7 4 11 264
2 2 134
64 1 65 2 1,731
33 1 34 8 1,035
40 3 43 28 2,317
111 18 129 6 9,531
122 5 127 7 13,052
101 1 102 2 6,133
122 9 131 1 10,930
8 8 1,874
14 7 21 840
10 1 11 4 2,208
12 12 3 2,867
6 6 656
42 4 46 2,546
70 13 83 1 8,553
125 8 133 8,427
7 7 1,214
130 42 172 20 10,716
22 5 27 645
3 1 4 159










REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE
MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS
To the President of Bowdoin College:
The Director of the Museum of Fine Arts has the honor to
submit the following report for the year ending April 30, 1956.
The past year has been a busy but satisfying one. Outstand-
ing among the activities that we can review with pleasure was
a series of special exhibitions. The first of these, a group of
informal portraits photographed in natural light by Stephen
E. Merrill, of the Class of 1935, was a most original show.
Displayed through the Commencement period, it aroused keen
interest. After its initial exhibition at Bowdoin it was invited
to be shown at a number of other places.
The second exhibition, which presented the Art of British
Children, was also a distinct hit. Although delayed until mid-
August by the British dock strike and the inability of the
American customs officials to decide whether the objects were
duty-free works of art or taxable commercial items, the response
to the show was immediate. Between the first day open-house
on August 16th and the end of August, 1,139 people visited
the exhibition, and several hundred school children came to
see it during the week after the public schools reopened.
Visitors were amazed at the high quality of work and wondered
whether American, children can do as well. It must be remem-
bered that this nationally assembled exhibition represented the
cream of the crop. A similar exhibition of American children's
art, which the Director saw at Chicago, could be sent to Britain
without any apologies.
This exhibition came to us through the good offices of Mr.
Crosby Hodgman, of the Class of 1925, who had seen it
abroad. We have accepted his offer to arrange for a similar
exhibition of the Art of French Children to come to Bowdoin
during the coming summer. Afterward it will circulate, like
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the British group, around the country. But Bowdoin will again
have the honor of giving the exhibition its American premiere.
The Art of British Children was followed by an exhibition
of sculpture reproductions of masterpieces in noted American
museums, like the Metropolitan Museum of New York, which
aroused almost as much interest. In and around the great
eastern cities these reasonably-priced reproductions can be easily
purchased for home enjoyment, but they are hard to find here.
We, therefore, brought a large group to Brunswick with the
twofold purpose of displaying them and also making a wide
selection available for purchase, as we had previously done with
groups of Japanese prints. Apparently the eifort was appreci-
ated, for over $200 worth of reproductions were sold before
the exhibition closed.
The fourth special exhibition was equally unusual. It pre-
sented for public view a large group of -oil paintings which
had recently been given to the College by the widow of Dr.
John H. Allen. Dr. Allen was a noted surgeon who painted
for diversion, and had such a gift for it that one wonders how
far he might have gone had he chosen painting as a career.
His pictures are vigorous, colorful, and decorative on a high
plane of amateur eifort. Mrs. Allen generously agreed that
a large number of the small sketches could be lent to students,
enabling us to supplement our Student Loan Collection with
original oil paintings. The character of the scenes depicted,
mainly landscapes of Maine's forests, towns, and coast-line,
immediately appealed to the students and they promptly bor-
rowed the entire group. Such an arrangement is probably rare
among American colleges.
Variety seems to have been the keynote of our exhibitions,
for the fifth major show was a collection of abstract and semi-
abstract paintings. This was lent by the Solomon R. Guggen-
heim Museum of New York. On the whole our exhibitions
have been more conservative than radical, without that being
the result of a deliberate policy, for we have never hesitated
to show all types of art. However, we could not help wonder-
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ing how our local public would respond to the most controver-
sial type of art of our time. We were delighted to find that
they could take it in stride and were interested and intelligent
about it. This was especially true of the children, who view
works of art without prejudice. They came to the exhibition
from the schools in bus loads and enjoyed it enough to return
on their own.
The contact and interest thus created was due in no small
measure to the initiative of Mr. William Hanson, Supervisor
of Art in the Brunswick Public Schools, Mr. Jasper F. Crouse,
Superintendent of Schools, and the principals of the high school
and elementary schools.
For the citizens of the town to use what the College has to
offer in this way is gratifying. Above all, we want children,
the future art lovers and students of our society, to feel that the
Museum is a friendly and rewarding place to visit.
More than that, we have attempted during the past year to
send something of the Museum out to the public in distant
parts of our region. We wrote a year ago: "the College will
soon be able to offer schools and other institutions in remote
places all over northern New England an opportunity to dis-
play a travelling print collection without any cost to themselves.
The administration of this fine collection is another example
of Bowdoin's efforts for the common good and should be of
inestimable benefit to all concerned."
This prediction has been fulfilled beyond our highest hopes.
The four groups of the Bowdoin College Travelling Print
Collection, as it has come to be known, were booked up
throughout this year and into the next almost as soon as the
announcement was made. There is no better way to show
how well this project has justified the time and effort the Col-
lege has put into it than to quote the comments of some of
those who have already exhibited a part of the collection.
Mr. L. Felix Ranlett, Librarian of the Bangor Public Library,
wrote: "The exhibit is delightful and impressive. Not only
are the prints of great interest but also the complete care with
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which the exhibit has been prepared. I think that of the
hundreds of exhibits that I have handled none has been so
well prepared. Your boxes are excellent, your locks work
easily, your labels are completely informative and handsomely
prepared, and your leaflets are good reading."
Mr. George W. Freiday, Jr., of the Class of 1930, a master
at Hebron Academy wrote: "I can assure you that in quality
of artistic merit the first installment was the finest exhibition
we have had at Hebron Academy in the last ten years, and I
have arranged some ten or fifteen exhibitions annually during
that period. ... It was splendidly and conveniently mounted
and packed; the literature was interesting and was read; and
the captions were written with the greatest skill, clarity, and
informativeness.
. . . They were closely looked at; the plates
were studied and the captions read; and more interesting and
encouraging still, there was prolonged discussion of the exhibit
for a long period of time, which I believe was the truest indica-
tion of its worthwhileness. ... I personally think it is one of
the finest public gestures Bowdoin has made."
In addition to the Bowdoin College Travelling Print Col-
lection, other treasures of the Museum have continued to serve
as ambassadors of the College. None, of course, has exceeded
our celebrated Brueghel drawing, Waltersburg, which is
matched by only two others in the country—one owned by
the Fogg Museum at Harvard University and the other by
the Morgan Memorial Library in New York. This much-
travelled little masterpiece will go to Colby College in April as
the piece de resistance of an exhibition of old master drawings.
In an effort to enlarge Bowdoin's contribution to public
service the College took an important step last June in its
loan policy toward even greater liberality. It was announced
as follows: "During the recent Commencement period the
Governing Boards of Bowdoin College were asked to review
a longstanding rule that the Museum should never loan any
of several pictures, which are irreplaceable, because of their
association with the history of the College—such as the por-
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traits of the Bowdoin family by Robert Feke. The Boards,
after careful consideration, voted to relax this hard and fast
rule so as to permit the Museum staff occasionally to lend these
pictures when the importance of special exhibitions elsewhere
warrants. Therefore, requests will henceforth be given careful
consideration instead of a mandatory refusal."
Lest anyone fear that this more generous policy means an
about-face into willy-nilly lending, they may be sure that loans
will be granted only when their worth is proven to the satis-
faction of the President of the College, the Museum Staff, the
Committee on Art Interests, and, in several specified cases, the
Executive Committee. In short, while accepting calculated
risks when lending our treasures as well as borrowing those of
others, we shall continue to safeguard them as carefully as
ever. This announcement had no sooner been made than a
request came from the Cincinnati Art Museum to borrow our
Portrait of William Bowdoin by Robert Feke for an important
exhibition. The request, which would have been denied
formerly, was granted.
The importance of this change can hardly be exaggerated.
For the Museum to be able to send representatives of this qual-
ity to areas of the country where the College is less well-known
is advantageous in the extreme.
One of the most encouraging aspects of the year was the
continuation of unrestricted gifts for the Museum and depart-
mental purposes. Mr. John W. Frost, of the Class of 1904,
gave us a sum of money with which to purchase certain desir-
able books for the Art Study Room; for the same room Mr.
George W. Freiday, Jr. donated some handsome and useful
volumes. Mr. Neal W. Allen, of the Class of 1907, con-
tributed the funds necessary to complete payment on the Wins-
low Homer Wolfe's Cove, a painting whose purchase was made
possible initially by Messrs. Allen, John F. Dana, Halford,
.Lawrence, and Shute, as announced in last year's report. Hence
we were able to fulfill in a little over a year a commitment
which might well have tied us up for a number of years, if
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undertaken at all. Sadly enough, Mr. Charles L. Homer, from
whom we bought the picture, died during the summer. The
last male member of Winslow Homer's family, he was a
generous and devoted friend of the Director and this Museum
over a period of many years.
Mr. William W. Lawrence, of the Class of 1898, a former
Chairman of the Committee on Art Interests, again sent a gift
of money to be applied toward the purchase of an original
work of art for the permanent collection. Such aid helps us
to develop our strength and fill in our weaknesses in a con-
trolled fashion.
Appreciating this need for systematic growth, Mr. John H.
Halford, of the Class of 1907, a Trustee of the College and
the present Chairman of the Committee on Art Interests, in-
vited the Committee members and the Museum staff to his
home at Norristown, Pennsylvania, last spring. There he
invited them to indicate freely and candidly whatever paintings
in his extensive collection would best promote the growth of
the Museum, and the order in which we preferred to receive
them. During the year he began to fulfill the program of
gifts thus so wisely started. He and Mrs. Halford had, in fact,
given us pictures in the past by such artists as Benjamin West.
To these they added four fine paintings by Copley, Gains-
borough, West, and Inness. There is an advantage to us in
absorbing these pictures gradually, and in the course of time
they will lift our whole collection to a new and higher plane.
Another donor, who wishes to remain anonymous, benefited
the Museum through a number of gifts, as in the past. Also a
long-time friend of the Museum, Mr. Stephen M. Etnier, gave
us a fine painting by the American artist, Raphael Soyer, which
fits admirably into our collection.
It goes without saying that our offering to the public would
be narrower and our growth slow if it were not for generous
assistance from these people and from those who have lent us
the pictures detailed below over extended periods of time. The
interest of such supporters as Eunice, Lady Oakes, of Nassau,
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B.W.I.; Mr. and Mrs. Mark Reed, of Arlington, Virginia and
Boothbay Harbor; and Mrs. James H. Beal, of Pittsburgh and
Boothbay Harbor, who have lent us outstanding works of art
year after year, has been invaluable.
Real progress was made in the physical maintenance of the
Museum during the year. Over the summer a new roof was
laid which should safeguard the Museum's contents for another
twenty years. In the interior, Sculpture Hall and the adjoining
Walker Room were painted for the first time in over a decade,
with a commensurately striking improvement. Since these two
galleries are the ones which greet the visitor, redecorating
them was especially important. Downstairs, a permanent new
floor was laid in the Studio, completing a program of floor
refinishing which had been begun several years ago.
During the coming year we hope to be able to redecorate the
stair well and the Boyd and Bowdoin galleries, the areas which
now present the oldest surfaces. When that is accomplished,
much of the floor surface on the ground floor will have been
refurbished, and every room throughout the building freshly
painted within the past five years. Then the entire building will
be in better condition than at any period in the last twenty years.
The dominant problem now remaining is storage. During
the year the Superintendent of Buildings and Grounds relieved
the pressure to some extent by allowing us to overflow from
our present storage area in the basement of Adams Hall into
an adjoining room, thereby doubling our space. But the prob-
lem remains acute because it is one of quality as well as quan-
tity. Large or small, the present storeroom, which was never
intended to house works of art, is a poor and makeshift arrange-
ment. Unfortunately, this problem cannot be solved any
better with existing facilities anywhere else on the campus.
We must, therefore, wait until the storage problem of the
College at large is solved at some future date, possibly by the
construction of a new utility and storage building. Meanwhile,
we can only report that storage is the weakest link in an other-
wise strong chain.
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Our departmental work, on the other hand, has been
unusually satisfying. This is due in no small measure to the
fine quality of the student body now attending the College.
Without reducing this to grades and other statistics, one can
fairly say that attention to course work and the interest shown
in classes has made teaching a pleasure and the conducting of
our major program a stimulating experience. That side of
our work has rarely been better. In an effort to improve it
still further, the staff has made an unusually large number of
new black-and-white and colored slides for our already excel-
lent collection of visual teaching material. The slide collection
alone now contains between 15,000 and 20,000 slides.
Looking to the future, we can anticipate a strengthening of
our teaching activities, owing to certain measures growing out
of the recent Self Study. The major program will benefit
especially from the recognition that will be given for the first
time at Bowdoin to creative work in the visual arts. By a
fortunate coincidence this change will parallel the institution
of a course in advanced design. The intention is to provide
instruction in creative painting and drawing, without which
credit for such efforts would denote more self-expression than
discipline. Mr. Schmalz, who has placed our elementary
studio instruction on a firm basis, will be in charge of this new
venture.
Before this report is published, we shall have opened for
public viewing an exhibition of stage designs by the late Wood-
man Thompson, one of America's leading professional theatri-
cal designers. The selected group of examples, which was
called to our attention by Professor George H. Quinby, will be
lent by the Brander Matthews Dramatic Museum of Columbia
University. Like the Guggenheim exhibition of abstract art,
this will be another first for us. We have never had an exhibi-
tion of first-rate theatrical art, and one seems in order because
of the long tradition and vitality of Bowdoin College's Masque
and Gown. Moreover, it seems timely and appropriate to offer
such an exhibition during the first full year of activities in the
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new Pickard Theater. With that connection in mind the
exhibition has been scheduled to extend through the period
of the Commencement play.
By and large the year now drawing to a close has been one
of the most fruitful in the recent life of the Museum.




-June 23: Fifty Informal Camera Portraits by
Stephen E. Merrill, of the Class of 1935.
June 11 -September 13: Pen and Ink Drawings by the late
Professor Robert Peter Tristram Coffin, a memorial exhibition
lent by Mrs. Margaret Coffin Halvosa.
June 13 -August 1: Work by students in Art 9-10.
June 17 - August 3: A recent gift, Sir Robert Stuart, Lord
of the Admiralty', a portrait by Benjamin West.
June 23 - August 12: Etchings from the Museum Collec-
tions.
August 16- September 13: Fifty Pictures by British Chil-
dren.
September 19 -November 6: Oil Paintings by Dr. John H.
Allen given to the Student Loan Collection.
September 25 - November 6: Sculpture Reproductions from
American Museums.
November 7 - December 30: Bowdoin College Travelling
Print Collection.
January 3 - April 28: Loan Exhibition of Modern Paintings
from the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum.
January 16- April 30: Recent acquisition, Girl on a Sofa,
a painting by Raphael Soyer.
February 13 -March 3: Korean War Paintings by Staff Ser-
geant Henry B. Smith, USMC, of the Class of 1950.
February 20 - April 1 : Selection of Contemporary American
Prints lent by the Portland Art Museum.
March 5 - April 28: Reproductions of French Master Draw-
ings.
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The Museum continues to enjoy the four superb paintings
by Rembrandt, Gainsborough, Hogarth, and Cuyp generously
lent by Eunice, Lady Oakes, of Nassau, B.W.I. The six four-
teenth- and fifteenth-century Italian paintings still on loan from
the Yale Art Gallery have again enriched our offering, filling
a significant gap in the collections. We once more acknowl-
edge our indebtedness to these lenders. In addition, we thank
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Reed, of Boothbay Harbor, for their loan
of recent American paintings; and we are especially grateful
to Mrs. James H. Beal, of Boothbay Harbor, for the loan of
an excellent group of modern American paintings from her
collection.
ACQUISITIONS
1955.6 Sir Robert Stuart, Lord of the Admiralty, a por-
trait by Benjamin West (1738-1820), given by
Mr. John H. Halford '07 and Mrs. Halford.
1955.7 View on the Hudson, a small painting by George
Inness (1825-1894), given by Mr. John H.
Halford '07 and Mrs. Halford.
1955.10 A Landscape by the American painter, William
T. Richards, given by Miss Mary T. Mason and
the late Miss Jane Mason.
1955.11 A Spanish Scene painted by E. Cano, the gift of
Miss Mary T. Mason and the late Miss Jane
Mason.
1955.12 Growth, a wood sculpture by the contemporary
American, William Muir.
1955.14.1-5 Five examples of antique Cretan pottery, given
anonymously.
1955.15-46 Thirty-two paintings by the late Dr. John H.
Allen, of Portland, given in his memory by Mrs.
Allen.
1955.48.1-2 Two miniatures on ivory by Jeremiah Pearson
Hardy (1800-1887) : one of himself, the second
of his wife, Catherine Sears Wheeler, given by
Charlotte W. Hardy.
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1955.49.1-3 Three busts in wood by a modern Balinese
artist, the gift of Mrs. John H. Matthews.
1955.50.1-9 Eight wood-block prints and one original block
by the American artist, Henry Wolfe, the gift
of the Achenbach Foundation for Graphic Arts
of the California Palace of the Legion of Honor.
1955.51 A portrait by John Singleton Copley (1738-
1815) of an Englishman, Colonel Charles
Chivers, the gift of Mr. John H. Halford '07
and Mrs. Halford.
1955.52 A Portrait of a Young Man, an oil painting by
Thomas Gainsborough (1727-1788), given by
Mr. John H. Halford '07 and Mrs. Halford.
1955.53-55 Three old Chinese bronze incense burners, given
by Miss Mabel N. Matthews.
1956.1 Girl on a Sofa, a painting by the contemporary
American artist, Raphael Soyer, given by Mr.
Stephen M. Etnier.
1956.7.1-2 Two Sheffield wine goblets, given anonymously.
In consideration of space, the Museum has not listed some
twenty-five reproductions of paintings, drawings, and sculp-
tures acquired during the year for the Study Collections through
purchase and gifts, or books acquired by gift and purchase for
the Art Study Room.
ATTENDANCE
Attendance at the Museum was especially gratifying this past
year. The total number of visitors was 6,894, some 629 more
than last year's 6,265. (This in spite of the fact that the
Museum was closed for redecoration for some six weeks during
the fall.) As usual, this figure does not include students en
route to classes.
Respectfully submitted,
Philip C. Beam, Director


